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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)ISI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The recited "type" in claim 18 is indefinite and cancellation is suggested. 

The recited abbreviation in claim 21 is indefinite and a full chemical name is 
needed. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lai et al (US 5,496.871 ) in view of Valint, Jr. et al (US 6.440,571 ) and Vanderaan et al 
(US 6,087,415). 

Lai et al teaches medical devices made of fumarate and fumaramide siloxane 
hydrogel compositions in abstract and at col. 1, line 50 to col. 2, line 43. 

The instant invention further recites a coating of said medical devices with one or 
more hydrophilic polymers over Lai et al. However, such coating on medical devices is 
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well known practice in the art as taught by Valint, Jr. et al (abstract and example 10) 
and Vanderaan et al (abstract and examples). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention 
to coat said medical devices with one or more hydrophilic polymers taught by Valint, Jr. 
et al and Vanderaan et al since such coating on medical devices in order to increase 
their biocompatibility and hydrophilicity is well known practice in the art as evidenced by 
Valint, Jr. et al and Vanderaan et al. 

Claims 1-15 are allowed since Lai et al (US 5,496,871) teach away from the 
instant reactive functional groups (Y) at col. 2, lines 31 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tae H. Yoon whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1 128. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 1 9. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/728,531 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1714 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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